LEARNING   TO   READ   AND   WRITE

form of a word and Its significant parts with ease.1
These children usually learn to read early and very
quickly, and require a minimum of help from the
teacher, since they develop their own methods of
word analysis.

At the other end of the scale are children who seem
to be almost lacking in perceptual ability for word
forms. They will only learn to read with difficulty
and will need every skilled device that a teacher can
employ to help them along the road.

Finally, we must consider how we learn to compre-
hend the meaning of what we perceive on the printed
page. While you are reading this page, you will notice
that the movement of your eyes along the lines is
accompanied by a mental saying of the words; in fact,
you both say and hear what you are reading "in your
head.55

Psychologists tell us that the function of this inner
speech and hearing is to facilitate comprehension of
meaning. If you think for a moment, you will see that
this is a reasonable explanation, for a child first learns to
understand language through hearing and speech. It
is only natural that when he is learning to read, he
should tend to translate the visual impression from the
printed page into the forms through which he gained his
first ideas of meaning.

1 Gates, A. I.s The Psychology of Reading and Spelling with Spcdal
Reference to Disability. Teachers' College, Columbia, No. 129.
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